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Current Policy Debate 

1. Should more lead service 
lines be replaced and if so 
how do we manage risk 
associated with removal? 

2. Is current corrosion control 
practice sufficient; should 
more systems be actively 
managing corrosion? 

3. Should greater focus be 
given to managing copper 
corrosion? 

Re-optimizing treatment at 
plant and in distribution 
system 

New priority in distribution 
system infrastructure 
investment 

Could revise priorities in 
treatment optimization for 
some systems 



National Drinking Water Advisory Council 

The Board of the 
American Water Works 
Association voted 
unanimously to support 
recommendations from 
the NDWAC that 
strengthen the Lead and 
Copper Rule and 
ultimately lead to the 
complete removal of lead 
service lines. 

March 8, 2016 

1. Locate and replace all lead service 
lines completely, sharing 
responsibility for that replacement 
with customers 

2. Conduct additional monitoring and 
analysis of water quality parameters 
in order to better manage corrosion 
control 

3. Expand educational outreach to alert 
customers to the risks posed by lead 
and steps they can take to reduce 
those risks 

4. Shift from current compliance 
monitoring to analyzing 
customer‐samples for lead upon 
request. 



Managing lead in drinking water is a shared responsibility 
between utility and customer. 

Full Lead Service Line Replacement 



Strategy for Full Lead Service Line 

Replacement 

 

• Long-term goal and a plan to 
achieve goal 

• Cohesive and sustained  
communication with affected 
households 

• Ongoing review of program 
by the primacy agency 

 

Source: BWSC Webpage (2015) 



Number of Lead Lines in U.S.  

Source: Cornwell et al (2016, in press) 
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Replacing Lead Service Lines 

Time and effort to 
effectively engage 

customers 

Access to private 
Property 

Shared cost 

Solutions for 
economically challenged 

households 

Prioritization relative to 
other needs 

Implications of ownership 
on loan conditions 

Consideration in estimate 
of rate burden 

Locating lead services 

Utility owns 21 ft 
Customer owns 17 ft 
Line runs through wall. 

Utility owns 26 ft 
Customer owns 44 ft 
Line runs under tree and 
through landscaping. 

Average cost for this utility 
Utility side $2,500 
Customer side $3,500 
(Utility-wide $52.5 M and 
$73.5 M, respectively) 



1. With years of 
experience systems 
have de- facto 
water quality 
parameter regimes 

2. NDWAC proposal 
would have many 
more plants 
actively monitoring 
and managing 
water quality for 
corrosion control 

Optimized Corrosion Control 

Source:  USEPA, 
Information provided 
to LT-LCR NDWAC 
Working Group 



National Infrastructure Funding Discussion 

• Water infrastructure is now a top tier 
policy topic 

• Recognition that a portfolio of 
funding tools is needed 

• State Revolving Loan Funds 

• Water Infrastructure Finance and 
Innovation Act  

• Municipal bonds and private capital 

• Challenges include: 

• Funding communities in fiscal distress  

• Supporting improvements to private 
property  

 

Drinking Water 

$1 Trillion 

Wastewater collection 
and treatment 

$198 billion 

CSO 

$48 billion Stormwater 

$19 billion 

Recycled water 

$6 billion 

LSL Replacement 

$30 billion + 



Thank you for the opportunity to make this 

presentation.  Questions? 

Contact information: 
Steve Via 
Regulatory Affairs Manager 
Washington, DC 
202.326.6130 
svia@awwa.org 

You can track development of lead issue and 
available resources on AWWA’s Lead Resource Page. 



Regulatory History – Context for SRFs 
 

1990 2000 2010 2020 

Lead and 
Copper Rule 
Published 
(1991) 

Lead and 
Copper Rule 
Revised 
(2007) 

Proposed 
Revision of Lead 
and Copper 
Rule (2017) 

Lead and 
Copper 
Rule 
(2000) 

Lead and Copper Rule 

1990 2000 2010 2020 

Lead Ban 
Effective
(1987) 

Revised Def. 
Lead-Free 
Effective 
(2014) 

Removing Lead in Contact with Water 

Lead 
Contamination 
Control Act 
(1988) 

Proposed 
Rule 
(2016) 


