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 East Central Oklahoma Water 
Authority (ECOWA) serves 
drinking water to approximately 
1,200 customers including the 
Town of Webbers Falls (Webbers 
Falls) and the surrounding area.

 Water source is Lake Tenkiller.

 Lake and water treatment plant 
(WTP) are both located on the 
east side of the Arkansas River. 
Opposite of Webbers Falls on the 
west side.



Release at Keystone Dam May 16th-
upstream 

100,000 cfs (more than an entire Olympic sized swimming pool) each second

• Max release was May 29th ,2019, at 275,000 cfs



• Webbers Falls Community was under
mandatory emergency evacuation
due to major flooding, Spring 2019

• The water valves supplying Webbers
Falls were closed

• Once the flood water receded and
residents returned, valves were
opened but water wasn’t received
by Webbers Falls

• It was determined and confirmed
that the 6-inch water line on the
bottom of the riverbed, serving
Webbers Falls, was washed away in
the flooding event.

Source is Wikimedia Commons



• Due to this event, an emergency

temporary water line was laid on top of

the Highway 64 Bridge, as an emergency

connection to Gore Public Works

Authority. This connection served the

northern residents of Webbers Falls. A

second emergency temporary water line

was laid to connect to Porum Public

Water Authority to serve the southern

residents of Webbers Falls.

• These temporary measures have provided

water to Webbers Falls, but the

distribution system was unable to

maintain the DEQ required minimum

pressure of 25 pounds per square inch

(psi).
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The proposed project included the following repairs to the existing

distribution system:

 2,500 linear feet of boring with casing and 8-inch HDPE pipe.

 Two 8-inch gate valves and valve boxes.

 Manhole and sample ports on the supply side of the river per DEQ

regulations for water crossings.

 Connection to existing 6-inch water mains

on each side of the river.
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Closed on a loan of $1.0 M (Based on estimate)
• Disbursed $546,693.68 through DWSRF 

• $100,000 –Loan Forgiveness
• $100,000 – Emergency Grant
• $200,000 – Cherokee Nation Grant
• $485,020.26 – FEMA Grant

• Actual project cost was $846,693.68



• Keep your state agency (FEMA) involved 
throughout the review process

• Ensure FEMA is satisfied with your program’s 
SERP

• Procurement must meet federal guidelines 
even though it is an emergency 

• Proceed at-risk
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