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N AND HISTORY

tskirts of Great Falls, MT

ely Constructe he Early 1970’s as a
Park for Minuteman Missile
tion Workers and Families

1 Includes Drinking Water and Wastewater
- Systems
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RY...CONTINUED

“Trailer Terrace Mobile

tain Funding, Southwinds Water and
District was Formed to Purchase the
rty and Replace or Rehabilitate the

5 Currently 80 EDU’s...Could Go To 92



JRINKING WATER PROBLEMS
Exceed Safe Drinking Water Limits
its”
', aking, Undersized .‘ torage

‘essures and Flows, Even During Average

ma

= Overall Poor Quality...Taste, Color, Odor



Contaminated water

Arsenic found in well

Feist, president of Trailer Terrace Co-op, holds a month-old water filter, left, next to a new one. TRIBUNE PHOTOLARRY BECKNER

Mobile home park
residents want new
water, sewage district

By DAVID MURRAY
Tribune Staff Writer

About 225 residents of a
mobile home park south of
Great Falls have been
warned by the Montana
Department of Environ-
mental Quality not to drink
their tap water because it
contains four times the
amount of arsenic consi
ered safe for
human consump-

tion. “If you

and low water pressure, he
said.

“The water and sewer
system out there is just
really messed up,” Feist
said. “If you wash your
clothes in it, they turn
orange because the water
is orange. We've gone on
for years with just a trick-
le of water and a year ago
last Christmas we had no
water at all.
That’s what we
woke up to on

at news was ,noch your Christmas morn-

revealed at Tues-
day’s Cascade clothes

% ing. Then we got a
wm notice  Sunday

County Commis- it, they turn that we cannot

sion meeting by

Don Feist, presi- 0range
dent of the Trailer
Terrace Co-op and

a resident of the water s
contaminated orange. »

mobile home

park. Feist told

the commissioners that
arsenic contamination was
Jjust the latest in a long
series of water and sewage
problems confronting
Trailer Terrace’s residents.
They have dealt with poor
water quality, a leaking
sewage treatment lagoon

drink the water
because it has

because the arsenic in it. The

problems  just
aren’t getting any
better out there.”

As he spoke,
Feist held out
before him a home water
system filter caked with a
thick red sludge — the
result, he said, of just one
week’s worth of water
usage. On the table beside
Feist was a sealed plastic
container filled with a dark
brown liquid, water taken

Feist, who lives at Trailer Terrace on Lower River Road, says
his family cannot drink or cook with the water that comes
from their tap. TRIBUNE PHOTOLARRY BECKNER

directly from the tap of
one of Trailer Terrace’s
mobile homes.

Trailer Terrace resi-
dents currently receive
their tap water from a 213-
feet deep well. Feist told
commissioners that the
DEQ took a water sample
from the well on Dec. 29,

and that test results
revealed arsenic levels of
0.04 parts per million. Fed-
eral law limits acceptable
arsenic levels in drinking
water to 0.01 parts per mil-

on.
According to the U.S.

See ARSENIC, 5A

FROM THE

REAT FALLS
TRIBUNE



WASTEWATER PROBLEMS

ing Lagoon

ized and Leaking Collection System

0 As-Built Drawings...Impossible to
aintain



PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM
IPROVEMENTS

Rights an Issue
or Arsenic if Necessary
s Storage Issues

= Replace Distribution Lines as Funding Allows



NASTEWATER SYSTEM

ict New Treatment Facility

Existing Lagoon Site



G SCENARIO

iect Cost-$2 Million

RE Loans (50% Forgiveness)

rojected Combined Rate-$80/Month



CONCLUSION
jetent Engineer

. inding Options
District if Necessary

5 Take Time-Three to Five Years or More

= Work Together...Stay Informed






