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MEDIA/SECTOR SCIENCE/TECHNICAL POLICY/STAKEHOLDER
Air Clean Air Scientific 

Advisory Committee
Clean Air Act Adv. Comm.

Water Great Lakes Advisory Board; 
National Drinking Water 

Land Hazardous Waste E-Manifest 
System Advisory Board

Cross-Media EPA Board of Scientific 
Counselors; EPA Science 
Advisory Board; Science 
Advisory Committee on 
Chemicals

Children’s Health Protection; 
EFAB; LGAC; National Environ. 
Educ; National EJ Advisory 
Council

Agriculture Farm, Ranch, and Rural 
Communities

International Good Neighbor; GAC; National 
Advisory Committee

Pesticides FIFRA Scientific Advisory 
Panel; Human Studies

Pesticides Program Dialogue 
Committee
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 Stormwater Funding Task Force

 AWIA was signed into law on October 2018. 

 Section 4101 calls for EPA to establish a Stormwater 
Infrastructure Funding Task Force. 

 Objective – conduct study and develop 
recommendations to improve the availability of public 
and private sources of funding for the construction, 
rehabilitation, and operation and maintenance of 
stormwater infrastructure.



 Environmental Financial Advisory 
Board (EFAB)

 Workgroup provided recommendations to the 
EPA in the following areas: 
1) Funding for stormwater infrastructure from such 

sources has been made available, and utilized.
2) Identify how the source of funding affects the 

affordability.
3) Evaluate whether such sources of funding are 

sufficient to support capital expenditures and long-
term O&M.



 Stormwater Infrastructure Finance 
Workgroup Activities

• Report featuring recommendations on stormwater 
funding and financing.

• Detailed descriptions of stormwater funding and 
financing mechanisms that are being used with 
examples. 

• Case studies on how stormwater is being funded 
across the country.

• Database on stormwater funding options by state.



 Stormwater Funding Task Force

 Task Force convened through a Federal Advisory 
Committee – the Environmental Financial Advisory 
Board (EFAB)

 Task Force = 14 EFAB members and 19 invited 
experts. 

 EFAB accepted Charge on March 20, 2019 
 Provided final report to EPA on March 30, 2020. 



 Stormwater Funding/Financing Task Force

 Task Force found current stormwater funding and 
outreach are insufficient to meet existing needs. 

 Task Force identified estimated annual funding gap 
of $7-10 billion based on current studies. 

 EFAB made 8 recommendations to EPA and 
grouped into two overarching categories: 
 1) allocate new federal stormwater funding.
 2) provide stormwater funding education and 

technical assistance. 



 Allocate New Federal Stormwater 
Funding

 Develop new and enhanced construction grant program 
specifically for stormwater projects.

 Increase annual funding allocation for and modify the Clean 
Water Act section 319(h) grant program to allow and encourage 
local capacity building, utility fee study and implementation and 
asset management, and remove restrictions on use of grant 
funds for MS4 permit compliance.

 Create federal funding program (similar to the Low Income 
Home Energy Assistance Program [LIHEAP]) to help address 
household affordability issues for customers who are 
economically challenged in paying their water related charges, 
including stormwater.




Clean Water SRF and WIFIA

 Provide additional funds for the CWSRF and WIFIA programs, 
specifically for stormwater.  

 Whether stormwater receives consideration of its own 
through a new SRF program or receives less restrictive 
eligibility considerations an larger appropriations within the 
existing CWSRF, Task force felt stormwater would benefit 
from a separate, additive, recurring financial commitment 
from EPA.  This could be achieved by the implementation of 
one or more ways…




Potential Ways to Achieve 

Implementation – SRF… 
• Create a specific stormwater set-aside in the existing 

CWSRF framework and increase 
awareness/guidance on the CWSRF for stormwater 
projects, including the Green Project Reserve 
program.

• Create a “One Water” SRF with amounts allocated to 
drinking water, clean water and stormwater.

• Create a new SRF program exclusive to stormwater 
programs and projects.



 Ways to Achieve Implementation –
WIFIA…

 Expand the existing WIFIA program (e.g., explicit 
references to stormwater project eligibility, priority 
points for stormwater projects, lower project 
minimums for bundled stormwater projects) to allow 
funding for more stormwater projects or fund the 
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Corps Water 
Infrastructure Financing Program (CWIFP), also 
established in 2014.



 Stormwater Funding Education and 
Technical Assistance

• Provide funding to educate elected officials, professional 
administrative leaders and the public on the benefit and 
need for sustainable local stormwater funding and 
organizational capacity through, for example, the creation 
of stormwater utilities or the expansion of existing utilities 
into the stormwater sector. 

• Provide technical assistance and funding to help 
communities create and maintain sustainable and legally 
defensible funding sources and increase operational 
efficiency. 



 Stormwater Funding Education and 
Technical Assistance Continued…

• Provide for a common application for different 
federal grants applicable to stormwater across all 
federal agencies.

• Provide funding to build and maintain a compendium 
of case studies and other resources to assist users 
to identify successful stormwater funding and 
financing approaches.




Thank You

Joanne Throwe
President
Throwe Environmental

Joanne@throwe-
environmental.com
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