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Welcome to Utah!!
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Rivers and Streams Lakes/Reservoirs Wetlands Ground Water

14,250 perennial miles
171,760 total miles

1,552,078 acres 510,359 acres Extensive aquifer 
systems

Mission
Safeguarding and enhancing Utah’s waters through balanced regulation
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Nearly half of Utah’s Surface Waters Do 
Not Support Uses

Drinking Water 
Sources (34 waters)

Blue-ribbon Fisheries 
(15 waters)

16 State Parks
2 National Parks

Agricultural Uses 
(1,820 stream miles)

Trends
Streams and lakes continue to be added to the impaired waters list. 
Restoration efforts are insufficient to keep up with the degradation.
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2018/2020 Combined Integrated Report
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Impaired Perennial Stream Miles – Land Ownership
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Suburban Watershed

Urban Watershed

Storm
Water

Sources of Water Pollution

Field 
Runoff

Rural Watershed

Illicit Discharges

Municipal 
Wastewater

Agriculture Municipal
Wastewater

Storm WaterIndustrial
Discharge
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Water Infrastructure
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Growth
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Growth and Water Quality

Storm Water Runoff and Infrastructure

Balancing source protection with development

Wastewater Infrastructure

Contaminant Sources
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Utah’s Wastewater Infrastructure
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1900
• Sewage farms

1950s-60s
• First mechanical 

treatment

1970s -80s
• Regionalization
• Secondary 

treatment

2000s
• Advanced 

treatment
• Nutrient removal

• 184 sewer systems in Utah – half are non-discharging facilities
• 460 million gallons per day treated municipal wastewater discharged
• Oldest collection system: 1891 (Salt Lake City)
• Average age of collection systems: 1973
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Storm water infrastructure
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Storm water is generally 
discharged without treatment

Significant source of pollution to 
Utah's urban waters.

Urban storm water pollution will 
increase with urban growth.

Retrofits are costly. 



Division of Water 
Quality

Low Impact Development - Stormwater
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• Infiltrate
• Filter
• Store
• Reuse
• Detain runoff close                                                                                 

to its source
• Minimize impervious 

cover
• Permeable pavement
• Cluster development

Stormwater Management approach which aims to mimic 
a site’s pre-development conditions
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Aquifer Contamination in Unsewered
Communities
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Septic System Trends in Utah

128,000 onsite systems represent approximately 12% of Utah’s population
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Onsite Wastewater Systems (Septics)
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Challenge: Development pressure in drinking 
water source protection areas with source 
protection authority distributed between state 
and local agencies

New tools: 
• Aquifer Classification & Groundwater 

Protection Goals
• Ordinances
• Development Density Analysis
• Engineering Solutions

Case studies:
• Wasatch County Density Ordinance
• Bryce Canyon Aquifer Classification
• Millville City sewer
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Drought
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Great Salt Lake
 Largest lake west of Mississippi (1M acres)
 Industrial contribution to Utah’s economy
 Mineral Extraction — $1.1 billion/yr
 Brine Shrimp Industry — $57 million/yr

 Migratory flyway of hemispheric importance
 Watershed includes 80% of Utah’s 

population
 Dramatic fluctuation in lake level
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Water Reuse
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Challenge: Opportunities and challenges 
associated with water reuse are unclear

Need: Understanding of the economics, 
water rights, demand, downstream 
impacts, regulatory, and public health 
issues associated with water reuse 
specific to Utah

Highest need areas:
• Jordan River
• Weber River
• Cedar City
• Provo City
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Wastewater, sewer, and stormwater
infrastructure need driven by growth, 
aging infrastructure, and water quality 
degradation

 2030: $2.7 billion

 2060: $15 billion

 Available through 2024: <$20 million

 Stagnant federal and state funding

 Benefits of public financing
 Protects quality of Utah’s receiving waters

 Interest reinvested in Utah’s communities

 Provides hardship grant funds

Wastewater State Revolving Loan Funds
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Utah Wastewater Project Assistance Program
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Annual Funding

State UWLF
• State Sales Tax

• Repayment of State Revolving Loans

CWSRF Funds
• EPA Capitalization Grant

• 20% State match from State Funds

• Repayment of Federal Revolving Loans

Hardship Grant Program
Interest from State & Some Federal Loans
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• Financing since 1983: 
$1.1 billion

• Grants since 1997: 
$82 million

• Loans in Utah’s Urban 
centers allow for greater 
percentages of grant funds 
in Rural Utah projects.

Utah Wastewater Project Assistance Program
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Wastewater and Storm Water Infrastructure 
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More details at Reclaim60.org

http://reclaim60.org/
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2019 Total: $77.4 million

Water Quality: $3.5 million
Drinking Water: $3.5 million

Sales Tax Financing Water Infrastructure
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Clean Water and Agriculture
are Critical to Utah’s Future

New Initiatives 
• ARDL interest rate buy-down program
• Agricultural Voluntary Incentive Program (AgVIP)

Goal: Incentivize agricultural producers to voluntarily adopt practices in targeted
watersheds that add value to their operations while improving water quality.
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Utah Water Funds

Water Fund Eligibility
Clean Water State Revolving Fund Wastewater and storm water infrastructure

Drinking Water State Revolving Fund Drinking water infrastructure

Community Impact Board Fund Projects, including water, located in mineral
producing counties

Rural Development Fund Communities with <10,000 people

Water Resources Conservation and 
Development Fund

Water development, conservation, and irrigation

Water Infrastructure Restricted Account Bear River and Colorado River Water Development

Agricultural Resource Development Loan 
Fund

Agricultural projects, including irrigation

 America Rescue Plan (ARPA)

 Building back better infrastructure bill
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Conclusion
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