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The PISCES program allows CWSRF assistance recipients to gain national recognition 
for projects based on the following criteria categories. EPA selected one project from each 
category to be recognized as an Exceptional Project based on the project’s overall impact in the 

category.

• Innovative Financing

• System Partnerships

• Community Engagement

• Environmental and Public Health Protection

• Problem Solving

2020 Highlights

• 33 nominations received

• Project funding ranged from $1 to $140 million

• New Sheila Platt Regional Recognition

George F. Ames PISCES Recognition Program



The DWSRF AQUARIUS program nationally recognizes DWSRF-funded projects for 
exceptional focus on sustainability and protection of public health. These projects are 
examples of the high level of innovation possible with the DWSRF. This year, one exceptional 
project was selected for each of the 5 categories below:

• Innovative Financing

• System Partnerships

• Community Engagement

• Public Health Protection

• Problem Solving
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AQUARIUS Recognition Program

2020 Highlights

• 25 nominations received

• Project funding ranged from $30,000 to $50 million

• Projects served communities from 25 to 200,000 
people

• New AQUARIUS Regional Employee Recognition



EXCELLENCE IN INNOVATIVE FINANCING



St. Cloud, Minnesota
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Nutrient & Energy Recovery Project

Summary

• Installed new technologies to more efficiently 
capture/manage/recycle nutrients from 
wastewater.

• Net Zero Operations –by 2021, the facility 
will generate more energy than it consumes.

• The plant can now accept high strength waste 
streams, and struvite will be converted into 
fertilizer.

• Increased energy savings, and new revenues 
from fertilizer sales and high strength waste 
services - resulted in $12 million in capital 
cost savings which help keep rates low.



Florence, South Carolina

Drinking Water System Improvements 
and Consolidation Project

Summary

• Florence utilized $7.2 million to consolidate 
the nearby Town of Timmonsville.

• Seven entities worked together to co-fund 
this project.

• Because of the reliable drinking water, a 
large car manufacturer expanded their 
Timmonsville facility and created 245 new 
jobs.
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EXCELLENCE IN SYSTEM PARTNERSHIPS



Wetmore, Kansas
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Cover Crop Interseeding Pilot Project

Summary

• Non-point source project to plant cover crops 
during the off season which will reduce 
nitrogen, phosphorus, and sediment loads.

• The non-profit, Glacial Hills Resource 
Conservation and Development, will provide 
equipment to producers in the targeted 
watersheds.

• Anticipated that the purchased interseeders 
will plant over 50,000 acres each year.



South Delaware County Regional Water Authority, Oklahoma

Surface Water Treatment Plant and 
Water Main Project

Summary

• Several communities facing drinking water 
challenges created the South Delaware 
County Regional Water Authority (SDCRWA).

• The SDCRWA constructed a new surface 
water treatment plant.

• Five entities co-funded this $15 million 
project.
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EXCELLENCE IN COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT



El Valle de Los Ranchos WS District, New Mexico
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Sewer Collection Project

Summary

• Replaces failing septic systems and leach fields 
with new sewer lines to connect 165 homes 
and businesses for the first time to sewer 
service.

• Engagement of five small communities and a 
partnership created with the Town of Taos.

• This regionalization project connects rural 
communities to centralized service resulting in 
a significant decrease of discharges to ground 
water from septic systems.



Washington County Service Authority, Virginia

Rattle Creek Road 
Water Main Extension Project

Summary

• A community on private wells and springs 
realized their water supply was 
contaminated with bacteria.

• The community reached out to the 
Washington County Service Authority 
(WCSA) and asked to connect to their 
system.

• WCSA and the community worked closely to 
collect user agreements, water quality data, 
and funding application information.
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EXCELLENCE IN ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
PUBLIC HEALTH PROTECTION



Clinch River Valley, Virginia
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Land Conservation Project through 
The Nature Conservancy

Summary

• Will protect nearly 60,000 acres of drinking 
water sources and large tracts of forest land.

• Helps build the local economy by creating jobs 
in sustainable forestry and ecotourism.

• Expands migratory forest corridor for wildlife 
and improves the river which supports 20 
federally listed mussel species and over 130 
fish species.



Cayuga, Indiana

North Vermillion Community School 
Corporation Water Main Extension 

Project

Summary

• Cayuga received $1.1 million to connect the 
North Vermillion School Corporation to its 
drinking water system.

• The School was struggling with nitrate 
contamination in its groundwater well.

• Before this project, the School purchased bottled 
water for cooking and drinking purposes.
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EXCELLENCE IN PROBLEM SOLVING



Marianna, Florida
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Solar Array Installation Project

Summary

• Installation of two solar facilities for the 
City's wastewater treatment plant covering a 
total of 13 acres.

• Electrical costs have been reduced by more 
than 90%.

• Loan payments can be paid annually from only 
two months' worth in energy savings.

• By producing their own energy and 
receiving affordable financing through the 
CWSRF, this project addresses affordability 
concerns for this small community.



Pipestone, Minnesota

Water Treatment Plant Construction 
Project

Summary

• Pipestone’s drinking water had gross alpha 
contamination, and their wastewater’s 
chloride levels exceeded the NPDES permit.

• Pipestone constructed a water treatment 
plant with lime softening, which addressed 
the gross alpha and chloride issues.

• This project was a holistic approach to 
addressing drinking water and wastewater 
issues.
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EPA REGIONAL RECOGNITIONS



Sheila Platt Regional Recognition
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CWSRF

Recognition Recipient

Maggie Cunningham 

– EPA Region 3



AQUARIUS Regional Recognition
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DWSRF

Recognition Recipient

Katie Marrese

– EPA Region 1
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Thank You to All the

2020 Participants.

Congratulations!


