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Emergency Relief Grant Program

Communities can receive relief from up to 
two semi-annual loan repayments if they are 
in a federal- or state-declared disaster area 
and have incurred loss or damage to their 
wastewater or water systems.



Today’s presentation will answer

Why was the program created?
What are the guidelines of the program?
How much assistance has been provided to 
communities?



March 1997 Flood

“The Ohio Valley is frequented by floods on an annual basis. However, 
flooding of the magnitude comparable to the floods of March 1997 is a rare 
occurrence. Between March 1 and 3 , as much as 6 to 12 inches of rain 
fell in parts of northern Kentucky and southern Ohio.

Major flooding impacted a total of six states across the region. The most 
severe flooding occurred in Ohio and Kentucky with dozens of counties in 
each state declared natural disaster areas. Close to 14,000 homes were 
damaged or destroyed. Over 20,000 home and business owners applied 
for disaster relief. Damage estimates totaled more than $500 million.”

According to the National Weather Service 
Assessment Report -
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Governor asks State Agencies to help

Governor Voinovich requested all State Agencies 
to find ways to help the communities damaged by 
the recent flood.

http://www.enquirer.com/flood_of_97/borgman.html


OWDA responds to Governor

Communities can then use the revenue collected 
for their semi-annual payment to repair damages 
to their water or wastewater system

Program allows OWDA 
to make semi-annual 
payments on OWDA 
debt for communities 
that have suffered 
damage

OWDA creates the 
Emergency Relief Grant 
Program in April 1997



The Flow of Funds

Unrestricted Funds

Emergency 
Relief Fund

Loan Repayment Accounts



OWDA awarded over $907,000 to seven 
communities for damages from the 1997 
flood

New Richmond, Ohio (located on the Ohio River 
20 miles east of Cincinnati) received $134,000 to 

make repairs to their water system



Community Population Grant Award

Ripley 1,745 $9,000

Rutland 401 $52,000

Wellston 6,078 $122,000

TOTAL $907,000

Rutland

Jackson

Wellston

Coal Grove

Athens

Ripley

New Richmond

Community Population Grant Award

Athens 21,342 $404,000

Coal Grove 2,027 $31,000

Jackson 6,184 $155,000

New Richmond 2,219 $134,000



Communities are Notified



Hurricane Ike

Sep 14th

Severe windstorms moved 
across Ohio 

Sep 15th

Governor issues Declaration of 
State of Emergency

Sep 16th

OWDA notifies 650 
communities about the 
Emergency Relief Grant 
Program



How does a community receive funds?

Submit the following documentation:
Description of damage
Estimate of the repair or actual invoices
Certification that the damage was due to the disaster
Certification that the community has not received funds from 
FEMA or an insurance company for the same damage

OWDA staff will schedule a site visit to verify 
damage
OWDA staff will review documentation 
OWDA staff makes recommendation to Board
Board takes action on recommendation from staff



Priority of Grant Awards 

Grants are based on availability of funds according 
to the following priority:

1st – LGAs with a construction project underway using OWDA 
funds.
2nd – LGAs with a completed project that was funded by OWDA
3rd – LGAs with a construction project underway not funded by 
OWDA but has previous completed projects funded by OWDA
4th – LGAs with a completed project funded by OWDA funds with 
the damage to another project

Loans from both the SRF program and OWDA’s 
loan program are eligible to receive the grant funds.



Summary of ERF Awards
Year Disaster Type # of Communities Total Award Amount

1997 Flooding 7 $907,000

1998 Flooding 3 426,000
1999 Flooding 1 690,000
2000 Tornado 1 721,000

2001 Flooding and wind 1 32,600
2002
2003 Flooding and wind 4 1,464,000

2004 Flooding 8 389,000
2005 Ice and wind 16 373,000
2006

2007 Flooding 1 12,500
2008 Windstorm – Ike ? ?

Total 42 $5,015,100
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